SPAIN AND MEXICO: REFERENCE WORKS FOR A GENEALOGIST

By George B, Ryskamp
Assictani Professor of History

Brigham Young University

What reference woeks would o genealogist specralizmyg in research m Spain or Mexico have i bis
personal lbrary? That quesiion was posed recently by the editor of 2 book on professional genealogists
pablished by Gercabogical Publishing Company Baltimore |, Maryland. The following Hsis were propared
in respomse oo nat queston. Most can be obgained in prio, although a couple, such as the Gaig de e
dgleséa en Expadie may have to be photocopied. Others such & the Madoz dictionary may, due 10 cosl
{5400 for the 16 wolumes in the facsimile edition), have o be ardered on Indefinite loan at 3 Iocal Family
Hislory Center, Manyv are now availsble on line a5 well. In wddition 1o these country wide materials
regionil historses, pengraphical dictionaries and archival guides, imventorics and indexesz should be
ohrained
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Gt de Archivor Militores Espatoles. Madrid: Ministerso de Defensa, 1995,

Gl e furntes para da histerta de [bero-Ameénica conservados en Espoig, 2 vols, Madrid: Dirsccion
General de Archivos v Bibliobecas . 1964,
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Oficima General de Informacion y Estadistica de la Iglesia en Espars. Gl de o fplesio en Expria,
Supbermenios. Madrid, 1955, 956 and 1057,
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MEXICD
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Univ. Press, 1972
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Press, 1982
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Web Sites for Hispanic Genealogical Research

1) General Hispanic Websites
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* hitp:twernw lating.com/lotarch himl - Searches For various archives,
historical information, ete, for Latin American websites (Can't get 1o
that particular page, but latino.com is still available-itis not casy o
search and 1 didn’t really find anything useful when | tried searching)
* hietpadiwww. hartford-bwp.comfarchivesfindey.html - World History
Archives (Still intact and searchable)

** www sagnel nel/usersthrhenlyAares himl - Latin America links

** home.atLnet Alsosal - A starting point for Hispanic Genealogy
** hutpcliwwow saqniet.co.ukfusersithrhenl v/ latinam1L him] -
Genealogical Research in South Amcrica

** htpc/wanw lanic. wtexas. eduda'region/l by - Links to libraries
and archives in Latin America

** hipeYweww widaho, edu/special -collections/mexcio, html — A list of
repositories of primary sources

PTEREE hiip ancestros.com,mx — Basic genealogy site (is if for just
Mexico or all of Latin America™)

==** hupwww.elanillo.com — Hispanic Genealogy ring (Still imact
and searchable)

**® hispetilating ssenel uela eduTest'genealopy, ref him] List of
Hispanic published resources (Intact and useful)

vEeE hupewww.eyndislist comhispanic. htm - Hispanic, Central, and
South America, & the West Indies index (tons of links)

o hepsfwwew wispecial-col lection O html -
Repositorics of Primary Sources {Lniversity of Tdaho's list of archives,
universities and other repositories for Latin America and the
Caribbean)

*** hitp: lwvew hispanicgenealogy.com/linkhisgen, itm - Hispanic
Genealogical Links

*** hutpotwww, higpanicgenealogy.cony - Hispanic Genealogy Center
FEE htpe i rootsweb.com/-hwo/ - Books We Own (A Look-up
Fesource for International Genealogical Research)

== hitps s comAibTibGenealo = Hispanie/
Latin American Genealogy and Family Research (links)

* mipcfwewaw whowhere. lycos.comy ww phoneworld himl - General
information sbout Mexico including government and politics (Still
intaet and searchable, also a www phone boak)

* hllp:fww | n.edu/~selfindex htmli - Rare books that cover afl
materials pertaining to the geographic area from Laredo 1o Corpus
Christi, sough to Brownsville, Texas, and the three Mexican states of
Tamaulipas, Muevo Leon and Coahuila (Can't find i)




£ * hupowwew al latmexeio.cominon_css'mainhiml - General History
and Culturs of Mexico (Can't get to that particular page, but
allatmexieo.com is still available-it seems to be more touristy, but
there is some history and culire available)

U * hiipd/members aol comiiejasiihaptism iml - Index 1o the Baptismal
Regasters of Revilla 1751-1803 (Still intact and searchable)

u) * hiipiiwww geacities com/Heartland/Ranch/5442/leon him -
History of Nuevo Leon including a chronology (Can't get to it — is it
possible that geocities.com requires a subscription?) (Possible new
URL: hetpoiiwww peocities. com/Heartland Prairie/6T287)

V) * hitpofwww peocities.com/Heartland Banch/544 2 itamanl. himl -

History of Tamaulipas including chronolegy and Founding Families

(Can’i get o it — s it possible that geacities.com requires a

subacription) (1 think this conld be the mew URL:

hittped s rootsweb. com—mextam’

* hupeecerw. peogities.com/Hear land/ Ranch! 5442 nuevaesp itm] -

History of New Spain including 1780 Statistical Chart and viceroys of

Spain 1336-1800 (Can't get 1o 10 - is if possible that geocities.com

requires a subseription’)

%) * hupewew i panam, edu-se/findine.himl - Rio Grande Valley
Historical Collection (Site has moved: still trying 1o find the collection
— the Lower Rio Grande Valley Historieal Collection is at

W

r

o g wwew iby .o ceollflrey himl
¥ * hitpeiwww. geocities,com/Hleanland Ranch/344 2 surmames. huml -

Origing of Spanish Sumames in Northeast Mexico and South Texas
{Lan’t get 1o if - is it possible that geocities.com requires a
subscription?)

) hupawww catolicos.com/diocesismexico.hitm - Links to Catholic
Arnchdioceses and Dioceses websites (website | found)

o) *** hiipsSarehives nmsu.ed - Rio Grande Historical Collection, as
well as the Hohson-Huntsinger University Archives

bb] ** higp:d members.in podcom-CaryFelixindex | bim - Helpful
sumdimne infermation in Colonial Mexico

cey ** www hispanicgs.com — The Hispanic Genealogical Society web

mage

penealopists for Mexican research

ex) ** huppenforum. gepealopy com/mesico! - Queries regarding
Mexican research

1T} ** hut
Archives addresses

o) ** bt weaw penealopy. com M0N0 79, him TWeleome—1 135495084

— Mexican genealogy how-10 guide

gaduMF mxstore. him - Mexican State




Spain

hh) ** hitpedwaw, infowest comipersonal/]/[platt - Purchase surndme
histories and other books from the Institnie of Genealopy and History

for Lalin America

i) ** http‘members. mol commmsadol0 T myciveg him - Addresses of

Mexican civil registrars
i) =*** hopeftweow rootsweh com/~mexwew/! - MexicoGenWeh praject

kR b= www. Idelpino.com/geneal him] - Genernl Spanish Genealogy
Intact and searchable)

y ** www mafercin.com/spanlinks btmi#Spain — Spanish gensalogy
resource (Can't find i)

mm} ** www.genealogylinks net'europe/spahim - Spain genealogy
hinks {5ull intact and searchable)

Bibliotecas (Mew address ***
hittpwwwculturg mecd.esfarchivos/index html)

o) * * www mee s ~ Ministerie de Edueation, Cultura v Deporte {Still
intact and searchable)

Pl ** woww boe s’ - National Library (Still intact and searchable)

) ** www.eonferenciaepiscopal g5/ - Spanish Episcopal Confierence
(il there; | can't tell how useful it would be)

rr} * wwwalealp,es/ 1 898/ time.him - Search engine for Ministerio de
Educacion v Cultura (Can’t find it)

5] * waww micu.es/oui | /paginad 3. html - Addresses and phone numbers of
libraries. archives, and books in Spain (Can'i find i)

i) * higpediwww evberspaincom/ciud ses-parrimonio/ fotos segale. him -
Alcazar de Segovia (main webpage is now

= Do ciodadespatrimonio orgdinggenenlsobre him, they have
information about selected cities (not necessarily helpful for
genealopy )

uu) = www madinto.pt.organismos‘coha/canariashind. htm| - Flujos
Comerciales y Financiacion del Comercio entre las [slas Canarias e
Indias durate el siplo XV en el fondo de plietos de la 9a Seccion
(Justicia del Archivo: General Mititar de Segovia (Can't find it)

) ity weww e esfmendivilGhphing him - Archivo Histoceo
Prowvincial de Huesca {Can’t find it}

W ) * woww lanic ulexass eduw/projectfavera'espan
Archive Episcopal de Barbastro (more general site at
= hiipHwww lanie. utexasedu/praject/lavera’ )

%) F www fanic utexas.edu projectiavern/espana’indias indias. hitml -
Archive General de Indias (General description and inventory, but not
an alTicial website)

hasteo htm| -




¥ * hnpewww lanic, utexas.edu/ project/lavernespana/s imancas hitml -
Archivo General de Simuancas (Cieneral description and inventory, but
mirt an official websie)

72} * www intercom.esfinmoweb/indice/cast_lea/sepoviafsepovia htm -
Partidos Judicial de Sepovia (77 Looks like 2 companies website; 1
can 1 el for sure)

aaa) -
hitp:tiwww. fanic.utexas.edw/project/tavera/espananacional him] -

Archive Historico Maciomal {General description and inventory, but
not an official website)

bibi) * hetp:/fwanw oty esUISERS fieacfenceres him - Partido Judicial
e Caceres (Blocked because of Pom?)

oee) *® Iitpedibime estapnicul‘mdes bitml - Tunia de Extremadur
Clumia found ot #** hupewoww junsey es' Maps, directories, history,
et}

ddd) * www, sispain.onge — General History and fourism information

{5till intact and scarchable)

eee) * www. cuidadfuturg com/nombres! - Surname origins in Spain
(Can't find it)

F) *www lonelvplanes.com aw/dest’eur'spa bim - Maps and history of
Spain, contains several links (Sull intact and searchable)

) *www donde. uji.es’ - Information on specific areas/provinces
in Spain (Can’t find it)

hhh) * warw red 2000 com/spain/index.hitml - Al abowt Spain
( Breakdown of regions, provinces, and ayntamientos with maps)

i) * www anavamultimediaesingles/ciberchavales/clara_ (2. hm -
Information and statistics regarding Spain (Can't find it)

iy *hup:weew storbecks.co idcat/catal op/paretemplate of
te={rapideat/catalo g productlist cfm& Groupld=2236 - Books
reparding Spanish research (Lists 3 bocks with complete hiographica]
information)

kkk) * www pelocal.comy - Index of Spanish cities {Links 1o weh
pages for ¢ities in Spain)

11} * www inlerbods com/parroqui‘parrogui.htm - Parishes of Maodrid
including a map of the area (Can't find it)

mimm} * www cuerpod. ea’S TOLL TOLpor hin - Spanish trains online
- Renfie (Couldn™ find it i the train’s page iz *** www, renfees)

nig * woww spaintour.comdheritage him#eaceres hitm ~ Workd
Heritage sites in Spain {56 there, but 1 don't know how much
gencalogical information there is)

v * www.members.gol, combal boarelspain‘index html -
WaorldGen Project for Spain (Stll intact and searchahle)

pppl = www anieveartelera.comynovedades/Enlaces Enlaces it -
Links for various eities/provinees in Spain i.e. Albacete, Caceres, elc.,
(Can’t find ity
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qqq) * www.fdp.es/predos/la-vera/garpuera/default him - General
information on Crarguera (new address; ***
hitpodwwow. comarcadelavera.comMomeDefaulihun Maps, history
about La Veri)

1111 * www, ide es/vredosta-verarpasaron/default. him - General
information on Pasoron de la Vera (same as above — new wehsile
=4 yitpwww comarcadebsvers comH omeDe fault him)

s550% wwew. lonelyplanet. com sw'road‘witnesa'sld-spa him - Slide show of
Spain (Can’t find it)

() **** hiep:Swww.genealogin-es.com! - Spain Gen Web project

Portiugal
L === hopwww.evndislist.com/portugal. mm (Cyndislist’s
TG )
ywy) % htipd'wwwebiblioteca-nacional ptf - National Library

WIWwW) FEES htdpedwowews ol et aucindex | aspPedicac=1 = Archive
at the Umiversity of Coimbra

xxx) wHE® bt v nelcabo pU 437300 501 fpene - Portuguese
Historical Society

¥¥¥] #42® hopsfwww. pucifier. comd-keardos/aroresindex himi -
Acrores Gen Web project

Canary Islands
7=z} * hitip:fiwww rootsweb.com/~sspeanar! - Genealogy of the
Canary lelands (Still intact and very useful)

Brazil

Fre ey g * httpz/fwww.oenweb.net~gencalogial - Center for Genealogy
in Brozil (Can't Find it)

H'lbh‘:l TET]
htpdfwwow, nesconlineorg/D) KIS/ info courd web sites himl#thrazl —
Comnrt websites in Brazil (hnks)

COOE ) =% hitpsfiwanw. roptsweh comi=hrawgw - BrazilGen'Weh
peroject

dedd) 02 hpetwww Kindredieails. com/ beazil himl - Bragilian
Cienezalogy (lots of links divided into topics)

eece) =** hitped'genforum, genealogy com/hiazil! - Brazil Genealogy
Forum {Cueries)

1) =0 hrped wwswe genealogin. ety - Central de Genealoga




Venezuela

ELER) iy i, peocities.co rtland'Raneh/ 2443/ -
VeneruelaGienWeh project

hiithh) *ER2 hoitwww bive bib ved - National Library

i ** hripedvenforom, genealooy comiveneruelal - Venezuela Cienealogy
Forum {{Jueries)

Tiiir*** httpeifwww. peocities comdHeartland Ranch/244 3 yvento0. himl -
Weleome 1o Venezuela! (Genealogy by state — pood map and
deseriprions)

kkkk) e

hitpe! www, geocities. com/venczuela_penealogiwindex. html -

Venezuela (Sumame research, research by state, genealogical socicties

and groups)
[y *=*
hitp:fireepages penealogy rootsweh, g om/- venczuela/d / ]

tuhim - Genealogia de Venezuela (Sumames and queries)

Argentina

mmmm)  **** hp: s bibosledu g National Library
nnem) *** httpeeenforum gepealopy comfirpenting’ - Argentina

Crenealogy Forum (Queries)

000a) =¥ hitpahelplist.orgdarg/index, shiml - Genealogy Helplist

Argenting {like Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness or Lookups)
repp) =+ hup:thwww. kindredirils com/anenting htm| - Genealogia
Argentin
g *** hupofuser ol comimnosedo 007 argenting. htm - Hispame
Genealogy Address Book: Argentina (links, addresses of archives and
sacielics)

Peru

1T *4* hitps e, binape.pob.pe’ - National Library

4558) HEXS hirp v eootsweh com/-perwiewd - Pern Gen Web
Provject

LY *** hiip:flpenforim genealogy comiperu/ - Peru Genealogy Forum
(Lueries)

Ty *** hupsfmembersaol commozsd o7 per. nm - Hispanic
Genealogy Address Book: Peru (links, addresses of archives and

shcieties)

Ciosta Rica
VYY) e hnpwwaw rootsweb com/-criwow) - Costa Rica Gen

Weh project
wwww)  *** hiipsentomom, penea logy.comeostarica’ - Costa Rica

Cienenlopy Forum (Doeries)




NN = httpeduser.aol com/mrosade({ Tior. htm - Hispanic
genealogy Address Book: Costa Rica (links, addreases of archives and

societies)
Guntemala
Yyvyl =¥e® hiplwww. rootsweb, com/—gimwew/ - Guatemala Gen
Wb project

FREL) =+ htipedpenforum genealogy. com/uatemaly’ - Goatemala
Genealogy Forum ((Queries)
anaaa) *&* hitptmembers.aol comimmosad o007 guatemala.bim -

Hizpanie Genealogy Address Book: Guatemala (links, sddresses of
archives and societies)

El Salvador

bbbhby  *#** higp:fwww.roctsweb.com/—slvwgw! - El Salvador Gen
Web Project

cceee) ' htipdVeenfonum, genealogy.com/elsalvador/listings. himl -
Fl Salvador Genealogy Forum (Queries)

dddddy  *** hiip:‘'members gol com/meosado007,/es. him - Hispanic
Cenealogy Address Book: Fl Salvador (links, addresses of archives
and societies)

Honduras
eegee) U hitpoSwawsrootsweb.com~hadwgwhonduras. himl -
Honduras Gen Web project
fETTT) *** hitp:feenforum. geneafogy, comhonduras’ - Honduras
Genealogy Forum (Queries)

geageh  *** hupfasers pol com/mrosado0 7/ honduras. him - Hispanic
Gemenlopy Address Book: El Salvador { links, addresses of archives
and societies)

Panama
hhilhhy  **** hopadwww, rostsweb.comi-panwewTanamahome him -
Fanama Gen Web project

i) =4 hupfeenfonam. genealosy com/panama’ - Panama

Crenealogy Forum (Queries)

i *** hiip:/members.solcom/mrazado0?/ pnama htm -
Hispanic Gerealogy Forum Address Book: Panama (links, addresses
of archives and societies)

kEkkk)




Puerio Rico

[y * hittpe!fwww zpub.com/eppfsaw . himn] - Information on the
history of the Spanish American War (1898) (Sl intact and useful)

mmmmm} * hipwelcometopaeriorico,org reference/demogra him| -
Addresses and phone numbers of the Demographic Registrars in
Pierte Rice (Sl intact and szarchable)

nnnnnd  * bt Awoww familvireemaker, com/ 00000382 himl - Brief
history of Peero Ricd including links to other wehsites for genesliogy
and books available (Still intact — good links)

saooe)  * httpYuser aol.comdmrosado0 7 prhim - Hispanic interest
group’s list of archives, cemetery records, vital records, surname lists,
et (Sl intect and scarchable)

prppp)  * hupdweww rontsweb com/~prwrgwiohituary. htm - Puerto
Rivan Obimgry Index (Can’t find i1)

qoqag) Swoany P edud~sewwwd'R9-6-b.himl - Records for a
municipal court of Ponce, Puerto Rico ¢, 1856-1867 (Can’t find it)

rrrm} * bitps/iwww.webcom.com/hesny/prehurch himl - Parish
churches in Puerto Rico (Can’t find it)

sEs55] * bt www webeom eom/hensy/prdemreg, htm| - Vital
records for Puerto Rico (Can’t find it)

LLitt) * hupedtwww lanic itexas edwla’'chiother/pe - General history
angd culiure information including links (Still intact and searchable)

Uuguu)  *
httpsdiwww libutesas.edu/Libs/PCLMap_collection/americas PuertoR
ie0.ipe - Map of Puerto Rico (Can’t find it)

viwvy)  ® hitpdhome eoqui.net/sarmsin'hajas hig - History of the
Spanish American War in Spanish (5till intact and searchahle)

evenls of the Spanish American War (Can’t find it)
xesxx) * hipcdwww hantford-bwp.comdarchives 4 3/index-d html -
Waorld Hisiory Archives, Puerto Rico (Still intact and searchable)
vywryy ) higtpefwans rootsweb comi=-prvgwiindes himl - Puerto Rico
Cien Web project

Chile

zzzze)  *** hupwawisclichigd - Institute Chileno de
[mvestigaciones Genealdpicas

oaaaza) 't hupdfpino.nedfirms com/pineitm - Genealogia de
Familias Chilenas {familias, surnames, links, sources)

bbbbbl)  *** hiipSveniorum, penealogy comichilel - Chile Crenealogy
Fomum: {Oueries)

cecece]  hitpsfmembers.aol.com/mesado0 7 chile fim - Hispanic
Cienealogy Addresses Book: Chile {links, addresses of archives and

2 eTie )

deddddd)  *** hitp:fwanw rootsweb.comy-chlwiw! - Chile's GenWeh
propect




LOCATING RECORDS [N SPAIN AND LATIN AMERICA

LUSUALLY START WITH PARISH OR CIVIL REGISTRATION RECORDS. THESE ARE
FOUND IM THE FOLLOWING WAY:

1. CHECK THE FHLC UNDER THE NAME OF THE PLACE

There are more films for Mexico than any ether coamry. Parish records have been filmed inover 113
of the Catholic Cherch dioceses in Spain AND in over 273 of other Latin American courlries.

2 IF NOT FOUND, DETERMINE IF THE PLACE 15 A PARISH, MUNICIPALITY, RANCH,
OR HAMLET

SPANISH IMVISTONS:  POLITICAL- MUNICIPALIDAL, PROVINCIA, REGION
ECCLESIASTICAL-PARROOUIA, ARCIPRESTAZGD, DIOCESIS

MEXICAN DIVISIONS: FOLITICAL- MUNICIFIO, ESTADO
ECCLESIASTICAL-PARROOQLITA, DIDCESIS

FRENCH DIVISIONS:  POLITICAL AFTER 1782 - COMUNE, DEPARTMENT
BEFORE 1792 VARIED
BECCLESIASTICAL DIVISHONS: PARROISSE. ARCHIPRETE  DMOCESE

(EVECHE
ITALY POLITICAL AFTER 1870 - COMUNE, FROVINZIA, REGIONE
BEFORE 1870 VARIED
ECCLESIASTICAL DIVISIONS: PARROCHIA,  VICARIATD,
DIOCESE

1, CHECHK FHLC AGAIN IF FIRST WAS NOT A PARISH OR MUNICIPALITY

4. CHECK APPROPRIATE ECCLESIASTICAL GUIDE TO DETERMINE IF CHURCH
RECORDS EXIST BUT HAVE NOT BEEN MICROFILMED. IF YES, WRITE A LETTER TO
IHE PARISH PRIEST.

5. IF THE PLACE NAME WAS FOLUND ON AN OLD RECORD: ITT MAY BE NECESSARY TO
CHECK AN HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OR REFERENCE WORK TO
DETERMINE POLITICAL AND ECCLESIATICAL DIVISION OR EVEM FUST TOQ FIND IT.

Dy USING YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE PLACE TO FIND OTHER RECORD SOURCES

11



More than Finding a Place: Better Use of Maps, Gazetteers and Internot Sites

2y Intredduetion
a) Thempotance of finding the comact place
i Briefly describe jurisdictional boundaries and record types found in each
I. EBoclesiastical —Parish and Dhoceses
2. Political—Municipals. State (or equivalent), and federal
3} Maps
@) There are seveml different kinds of maps
1. Ecclesiastical—Show eeclesiastical boundaries only (not very commaon)
I. CIDOC—See Finding Yo Hispanic Roots by George R
Ryzkamp for an ccclesiastical bibliography for maps and church
puides

il Political—Show political boundarics (most common)
I. Two favorite websites for maps
a. www.davidrumsey.com This website is free to use. The
David Rumscy collection contains more than 10,000
historical maps. [t is not area specific, The collection
inchsdes maps for the whole world, in¢luding my fvorte
collection of Antonio Garcia Cubas of Mexico maps.
b. wivw pueblos-espaniong This website is country specific,
It is only good for research in Spain. The websile gives
more detail than just maps.  Some towns have hrief
histories, information on local monuments, the city hall,
and local holidays

4) Gazetteers—Geographic Dictionaries
a) Gezetteers and Geographic Dictionaries arc nearly synonvmoss.  In my
experience peographic dictionanes contam more detail about localities than most
pazetteers.  This is important because geographic dictionaries normally give
political junsdictions which will direct you 1o the correct records.

i www anestros com.my Links to Antonio Garcia Cubas™ geopmphical,
historico, v biografico dictionary of Mexico,
|, Case study of Jose Mana Estrada and Trinidad Contreras
a.  [ifferent techniques used with geographical dictionaries
to find what vou are looking for,

i Diccionario geografice de Espafia by Pasqual Madoz
|. Case study of Pedro Gallego— Entry gives both ecclesiastical and
political junsdictions for the town of Rueda according to 1849,
Rights have been given to BY U's Center for Family History and
Genealogy 1o digitize this collection and post it on their website.
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il woww, familvsearch.org Cheek the Family History Library Caralog
tis find i peographical dictionary for your country of interest
I, Search only for the country, then find the category entitled
gazetteer or geographical dictionary.

31 Iniernet Sites
al We have spoken of a few internet sites for doing your initial searches n Hispanic
countries, There are other sites available to the public. ¥ou won't find Ay
digitized records for Hispanic countries at the present time. The most common
sites for Hispanic gencalogy are helping aids, Here is a list of different sites to
check

1 wvswaneestros. com.my Click on the link entitled Ligos. This isa portal
to over a thousand Hispanic genealogy sites. The countries are ordered

alphabetically. Select your country and see what is available

ik wivw.elamillo.com Hispanic genealogy ring,  This site will link
¥ o articles. and ather helpful sites 1o pursue your genealogy

i wwwangeslry.com Now has pansh records for nine Mexican
parishes situated along the US and Mexieo horder, The parishes are
Mutamoros. Apunlequas, Mier, Sabinas Hidalpe, Vallecillo, Cadereyia,
Camarpo, Cermlvo, and Guerrero. Years covered arc 1751-1880,

iv. hup:/immigrants, byisedu This is the best websiie for Spanish
ernigration. BYL)'s Cenler for Family History and Genealogy is in charge
of the project. There are thousands of searchable names in the datahase
right now, and more are added frequently, This is also a great
upportunity 1o become a voluntesr extractor.

vilitipedpencalogy.ae oy This site bas birth and death centificate indexes
and images online. These vilal records are very valuable for finding
immigran ancestors homelown,

wi. wwwee-local, pob, mx work/templates/enciclo This site is an online
eneyelepedia for every Mexican State. Gives pood historieal information
orr Municipals and other imporant features that will help vou Fnd mare
penealogical information on your anceslors,

wil, www [ih, utexas edu/maps‘americas himl CGreat site for maps for
nearly every country in the world. This particular link leads you to the
maps for both Morth and South Americas.

wiii. www puehlos-cspaissore One of the best map websiles on the
mtermel [t enly has maps of Spain. Photos of towns and sureoending
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arcas have also been added. Good historical detail for most places. This
site is great for Anding ancestral towns,

ARCHIVAL REFERENCE MATERIALS

Acreesing records in the archives discussed mask ofien requires on site ressarch in Southern Europe.
Whether planmning 4 research trip or hiring a resoarcher, one needs to know as miuch as possibbe about Lhe
archives that exist and the records they contain. Numerous books have been published to aid the
reseatchers’ access to archival records, with many more existing in the archives in the form of
unpublished manuscripts and card catalogs.

Archival reference works can be divided into four calegorees: guides, inventories, indexes and catalogs.

A guide may cover sovoral archives or a single avchive or even a large section of a single archives,
describing the collections of the archive(s) in broad strokes, saction by section, Generally the
callection description is brief, providing only a single title, phrase or paragraph as to content with
dates of coverage and in some cases the general signature or call numbar of ibems in e section. The
batter guides alss provide information about the Instrhutionis) that created the particular records,
assisting the reader to understand and more effectively use them.

An inventory geserally provides a description with sufficient detil 5o thata researcher My request
a specific file, bundbe, or document. This is never o name by name Jist of people and places in the
documents, Generally, the inventory is based upen the smallest unit the arehive uses For orgardeation
of decuments in that parbcular section, such as case files, documsents produced in & particular time
period, bound volumes or individoal docoments. [n most cases the organization was determimed,
not by the archive currently holding the material, but by the institution or organization which
gencrated the material. Tor esample, judicial court or personnel records are usually by case file,
nogariil records by annual volumes, and coerespondence by chronological period such as month or
yiar.

Alphalbetical mdeses are rare. Mostof e indeves found at the back of Southern European books are
Tiithe mmearer than tabbes of content. On occasion when an imventory is of sufficlent detail there may be
an alphabetical indox of docament discriptions listed at the hack, but even thess ape excephonal.

Catalogs are a fourth category of archival access materials Unfortunately, the word has often been
wsedd in s broad sense in Lew of imventory, index or even guide, [nits technical sense a catalog is a
callection of entrics that fully deseribe cach and every document in a collection, much like a fibrary
catalog describes each and every book. Most such catalogs deal with a few selacted documents or at
momt 2 subsection of an archives. Some, however, fully discribe documents which appear in a
thematic exposition drawn from one o more sections or even more than one archives in an

Lk Pﬂ'}ll:iu:r!.
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